
Minutes 
 Orchestra Parents Association General Membership Meeting 

September 16, 2019 

Call to Order: OPA Co-President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 
7:05pm. 

1. Chamber performed followed by an Introduction of the Board. 

2.  Directors Report and Calendar Review (Directors Swenson & Aiello): 
Disney Concert 10/11/19 is coming up, tickets are now on sale. Jason described 
what a week is like for the students- Monday sectionals, schedule changes with 
block schedule. Rehearsals are beginning. Missed rehearsals can be made up by 
submitting a practice recording. Chamber has 20 students who play for hire at 
many events. If OPA members know of people who might be interested in hiring 
Chamber, let Joni know. Half the funds go to scholarships, the other half goes 
toward each students’ tour fund. CODA is in early December in Santa Cruz, 
auditions are due 10/04/19. 
  
3. Direct Donation Report (Priya): Donations pay for sectional coaches, 
master classes, music equipment and maintenance, scholarships. Goal is to 
raise 35,000 and get 100% participation. Thus far, donations are $22,192 with 
24% participation. Families can donate online on the website or mail or give a 
check to Jason or Joni. 

4. Volunteer Opportunities (Ann): The program depends on volunteers. 
Fundraising includes Fall Concert, silent and online auctions with Spaghetti and 
Strings, Spring Concert and the Senior Gala; all need volunteers. There are 
other opportunities to volunteer as well as ongoing roles, such as a concert 
photographer, orchestra festival committee. Auction donations are needed for 
Spaghetti and Strings. The hope is that every family will donate 2 items. 

6. Review of 2019/20 Final Operating Budget (Ann): The budget was 
reviewed and explained. Private lessons, scholarships, and coaches are the 
main costs for the non-tour part of the budget. Scholarships for private lessons 
were described by Jason, who emphasized how important lessons are for 
students’ progress. (There is also scholarship money through the district. 
Students in Phil and Symphony volunteer to teach students as well.) 2 concerts 
per year are big fundraisers, Fall and Pops. OPA voted to approve the budget. 

7. Fall Concert Fundraiser: This will take place Friday October 11, artwork 
for the concert was presented, done by Julie Miyahara. The concert is Disney 
music accompanied by film clips. The concert tends to sell out. Ann requested 
help with outreach to elementary and middle schools, also anyone with 
expertise in PR, help with distributing posters, selling ads would be greatly 
appreciated. Elizabeth Durst is in charge of ad sales. A link to Signup Genius 



will be sent out for volunteers the night of the concert (bake sale, decorations, 
merchandise sales, ushers). 

8. 2020 Symphony Tour (Shireen and Kim): Symphony is going to Amsterdam 
and Berlin during Spring Break, about 90 students and 10 chaperones, there will 
be sightseeing and master classes, visit to sister city in Hamm, performances in 
world renowned concert halls, fundraising is important (Fall Concert and 
Spaghetti and Strings). Solicitation forms are available for auction donations. 

9. Meeting was adjourned at 8:05


