
Minutes 
 Orchestra Parents Association General Membership Meeting 

December 2, 2019 
 

Call to Order: OPA Co-President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
 

1. Directors Report and Calendar Review (Directors Swenson and Aiello): CODA 
is leaving Thursday evening, there will be a meeting at lunch tomorrow for 
the students, they return Saturday pm. Chamber is busy with various gigs. 
The Winter Concert is Monday. Bass coach Eric will be here Friday to work 
with the students to substitute for Joni and Jason. Student volunteers will 
help set up Monday morning. The modified block schedule leads to less 
consistency in working with the students every day. The faculty will vote on 
this at the end of the year.  

2. Direct donation Report (Priya): Donations for general funds are $34,374, tour 
$3475, letter writing campaign $8576, sponsorships $6000.  

3. Winter Concert Update: No one is in charge of chili, but 4 people are signed 
up. An email will ask for more volunteers. Ann will bring a power strip. Set up 
will begin at 4,there are ice tickets for the raffle, there is a sign up sheet for 
student volunteers. Students will help as runners for the bakesale.  Students 
have helped pass out programs in the past, so they may be needed again. 
Barnum owns 2 snow machines, so we will not need to rent any. Sign Up 
Genius will be edited to fix the errors. Parking validations are for the parking 
structure. There are 952 attendees so far including students, this is less than 
in the past, this is likely due to the fact that it is on a Monday night. Students 
are needed for the raffle. The program is almost finished. Marni is seeking 
coffee donations. Students will help with water. Signs will be needed for the 
different stations. Ann will have change and pouches. 

4. Lower Grades Outreach: 8th graders make decisions at the end of January. 
Band has had a big event at JAMS, this helped generate a lot of enthusiasm 
amongst students. Toni suggested inviting these students to the 1st Pops 
concert. The counselors do not always seem to understand how the system 
works at SAMOHI. It might make sense to have an evening for parents and 
also have some SAMOHI students go to the middle schools to answer 
questions from younger students. The brochure will be distributed earlier 
and updated. There is a festival on February 4 that could perhaps be used 
also to be a showcase with questions afterward. Joni will contact Jim and 
Angela to have Chamber go to the middle schools to play and talk with 
students. 

5. Silent Auction/Spaghetti and Strings Update (Marni): We have 32 items, we 
need more donations. After this concert, emails will go out requesting silent 
auction donations. There will be a live auction as well. Cathy Ladman will be 
the MC. Tickets will go on sale the first day after break. The catering will be 
largely the same except a different kind of pasta that may hold up better. 
Our cost has gone up quite a bit. The ticket price is $60 now. We will not 



order wine glasses again, since they are costly.  Most of the cost for the 
event is labor. We have explored other options and have not found a better 
choice of venue. The raffle also generates a lot of money. We will get an 
I-phone 11 and the noise cancellation air pods as raffle items. 

6. Symphony Tour Update: Mandatory tour meeting on December 10, forms 
and passport copies are due. There will be a chaperone meeting in January. 
Fundraising- Dec 19 a small group will be playing from 6-7 at Wurstkuche, 
10% of sales will be donated, Spaghetti and Strings will be an important 
fundraiser, and there will be one more bake sale in February. A $7500 grant 
was also given from the California Community Foundation Santa 
Monica/Westside Legacy Fund for Women and Girls, the last 2 bake sales 
have generated about $1300.  The manager for Rick Springfield has offered 
to have a screening of the documentary filmed for his concert with SAMOHI 
Symphony, then Rick Springfield will come at the end, this could be a 
fundraiser. The details and potential dates will be determined. 

7. Budget Review (Ann): No new updates. 
8. Senior Gala Introduction: The event needs junior parents to volunteer, it will 

take place May 30. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm. 
 
 

Minutes 
 Orchestra Parents Association Executive Board 

December 2, 2019 
 

Call to Order : OPA Co-President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 8:59 pm. 
 
Members present: Marni Ayers, Kevin Gorman, Toni Holstrom, Andrea Kahn, Karen 
Kushi , Area Madaras, Deborah Nadel, Kim Nemoy, Shireen Rafat, Ann Raziel 
 
Also present: Jason Aiello and Joni Swenson, Marliese Donaldson (alternate) 
 

1. Winter Concert (Karen and Marliese): Volunteer sign ups are needed, but 
otherwise everything is on track. There will be a big cookie made by Ellen 
auctioned in addition to the other items. 

2. Tour (Shireen and Kim): Tour operating procedures specify that the board 
must vote on any reduction in fees for chaperones. The tour company gives 5 
free trips, including 3 administrators and the 2 tour coordinators. Dean was 
asked to be the videographer, so in order to make this possible, he, Kim and 
Shireen will pay $1000 each. The number of chaperones needed was the 
same as the number of applicants. It is likely that the fees for students and 
chaperones will be reduced by $500. The board voted to approve the 
reduced price for chaperones, tour coordinators, and Dean as the 
videographer (Deborah, Kim, and Shireen recused themselves). There is 



$46,000 in scholarships being given. At the mandatory tour meeting, sign up 
sheets for volunteers will be there as will donation forms. Donation 
solicitations will be done on Main St and Montana again this year. 

3. Spaghetti and Strings (Marni): The tickets are $60 now. If that does not cover 
the costs, the price may have to be increased to $65. We discussed the food 
quality issue. Having meatballs and an alternative form of pasta hopefully will 
make a difference. A parent is needed to drive the truck for Spaghetti and 
Strings. Andrea will ask if her husband can drive the truck. About 3 trips are 
needed. Avon gives us the best deal. The event will start at 6 as it has in 
previous years. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:46 pm. 

 
Submitted by Deborah Nadel 
 
 
 


