
 
 

Minutes for Samohi Orchestra Parents Association (OPA) General Membership 
Meeting 03/02/2020 

 
Call to Order: OPA President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
 

1. Student Board: Lily Stern, President of the student board, described the board’s 
efforts to expand the Peer Tutoring Program to the middle schools, also their 
efforts to maximize social media exposure with clips of the orchestras playing, 
and more outreach to elementary and middle school students to publicize 
concerts. 
 

2. Directors Report and Calendar Review (Directors Swenson & Aiello): 
Rehearsal for Stairway is on the afternoon of Open House. There is rehearsal 
the night before Stairway for Symphony, but the students will need to be there 
only at the beginning. Solo and Small Ensemble applications are due soon, 
festival is April 26, Senior Gala audition is part of this. It is required for 
Intermezzo, Philharmonic, and Symphony. Those who apply early are more 
likely to get their time preferences. Chamber is performing at the Laemmle 
Sunday March 15th at 11am. 

 
3. Direct Donation Report (Priya): $36,381 direct donation $5,430 for tour, 

participation is 30%. 
 

4. Spring Concert (Karen/Marliese): It takes place March 27th, Pops and Fall 
concerts used to make 150 posters, last year there were 75 posters. Posters 
will be directed at both the Santa Monica school community and the 
community at large. Students will help distribute posters. The concert will start 
at 6:30. Pizza will be ordered and sold due to the early start time. Tickets are 
available for sale already. 

 
5. Symphony Tour Update (Shireen/Kim): Dr. Zimmerman, a professor of public 

health at UCLA and a parent of a Symphony student, discussed the 
coronavirus. It is very infectious and dangerous, expanding rapidly. It spreads 
through the air primarily, therefore highly contagious. Washing hands helps, 
but it can be airborne and transmitted by coughing or breathing within 6 feet 
of an infected person, it does not last long in the air. Each person infects 
about 2.3 other people. Diagnosed cases are doubling every 2 days, which is 
aggressive. A person can be asymptomatic but still spread the disease. Older 
people are more vulnerable. If the current rate of spread continues, it will be 
all over Europe by tour time. If the Europeans control it, this may involve 
isolation, quarantine, cancelling events. The US will also likely be facing a 
serious epidemic. In China, it still spreading but at a lower rate. The Chinese 
have used very aggressive tactics. The correct masks are hard to get and 



hard to use. For comparison, 2 years ago in the US 60 million got the flu, 
50,000 died. For the coronavirus, most recover, half do not know they have it. 
15% have noticeable symptoms, 5% severe, mortality rate about 2.5%, 
outside of China the mortality rate seems less, closer to 1%. It will be months 
before there will be a treatment or vaccine. Mortality rate seems to be lower 
outside of China. The group discussed the possibility of quarantine. Dr. 
Zimmerman recommended waiting a week to see if tour can take place. The 
tour company is finding out about our options. 

 
6. Silent Auction/Spaghetti and Strings Update (Marni): The silent auction closed 

after the last meeting. The online auction earned as much as the live auction, 
about $20,000 was raised in total.  
 

7. Stairway to the Stars: Symphony will perform, volunteers are needed for the 
VIP room. 

 
8. Budget Review: The budget was briefly reviewed. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:28 pm. 
 
 

Minutes 
 Orchestra Parents Association Executive Board 

March 2, 2020 
 

Call to Order: OPA President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 8:49 pm. 
 
Members present: Marni Ayers, Marliese Donaldson, Toni Holstrom, Andrea Kahn, 
Karen Kushi, Deborah Nadel, Kim Nemoy, Shireen Rafat, Ann Raziel 
 
Also present: Jason Aiello and Joni Swenson 
 

1. Minutes for the last meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

2. Spring Concert: 50 pizzas will be ordered. 445 tickets have already been sold. 
The concert was launched today. The ads are presold. There were 760 
people attending 2 years ago when Symphony did not play, as is the case this 
year. 

 
 

3. Tour: Dr. Zimmerman will assist the OPA tour committee in composing an 
updated communication to parents regarding health information and a 
discussion of other practical concerns. Quarantine is a possibility. We will wait 
and see how things evolve with the coronavirus and travel and venue 
restrictions that may develop. The tour committee and the board will monitor 



the situation. We need to wait a week or so, because there will be better 
information to make an informed decision. 
 

4. Pops Concert: A theme is needed, possibly a hero’s journey. The concert is 
May 1. Kevin and Ann are chairing the concert. 

 
 

5. Potential board members: Caroline McCormick is interested. This is Genie’s 
last year, so someone with accounting skills will be needed going forward. 
Area needs to resign due to a work commitment, but she will return next year. 
Claire Haygood might be willing, since she has helped JAMS with 
communication and has done a good job.  
 

6. Donation structure: The idea of no longer specifically having tour donations, 
but rather donations for the orchestra generally, was raised. This will be 
discussed further. 

 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:04 pm. 
  
Submitted by Deborah Nadel 
 
 
 
 


