
Minutes for Samohi Orchestra Parents Association (OPA) General Membership 
Meeting 6/8/2020 

 
Call to Order: OPA President Ann Raziel called the meeting to order at 7:06pm. 
 

1. Director’s Report (Swenson and Aiello): Joni and Jason thanked all the parents 
responsible for Senior Gala. Orchestra placements will be announced this Wednesday. 
Placements will be posted on the website and on Google Classroom. There will be room 
for re-auditions before school starts. Jason has awards and certificates at his home that 
need to be distributed. Parents will assist in getting these to the students. 

 
2. Vote on Executive Board: Marni Ayers, Marliese Donaldson, Kevin Gorman, Toni 
Holstrom, Janina Jiang, Andrea Kahn, Area Kramarsky, Karen Kushi, Caroline 
McCormick, Lucrecia Santibanez, and Fred Zimmerman are the nominees for the 
executive board next year. OPA members approved these board members by vote.  
 
3. Budget Review: The budget projections are less for the upcoming year because 
this will be a small tour year. The budget may change depending on what is allowed 
from a public health standpoint, including concerts and tours. In September, a more 
detailed budget can be planned. Fundraising and concerts brought in more than our 
expenses this year. We are a 501C3 and cannot give to private business, but there is a 
Venmo and GoFundMe for Santa Monica Music Center, which sustained a lot of 
damage in the looting. A link has been provided in OPA’s emails regarding this 
fundraising effort. 
 
4. Vote on Interim Budget: OPA members present voted to approve the interim 
budget. 
 
5. Preparation for 20/21 School Year: Amy would like to do bake sale again this 
coming year. There is a need for someone to do ticketing, tuxedo rental, ushering 
volunteers, concert chairs. Joni encourages students to get lessons over the summer. 
Student peer tutors may be available to teach some students over the summer as well. 
Students can form quartets, play and record their parts, and then send the recordings to 
Joni to put together. There is a program called A Capella that enables students to play 
different parts and then put them together. CODA auditions will be available early to 
prepare for fall placement auditions. Outgoing seniors providing recommendations to 
incoming freshmen would be helpful, and Lily Stern will work on this. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


